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Rochester Curlers Win Silver Medal at USA Curling Junior National Championships in Portage, Wisconsin

Team arrives at Rochester Airport Sunday, United flight 7322 at 7:18 pm

For Immediate Release

A team of young men from the Rochester Curling Club has won the silver medal at the 2008 USA Curling Junior National Championships in Portage, Wisconsin. The team of Brandon Corbett (19, Penfield), Derek Corbett (16, Penfield), Chris Bond (16, Henrietta), and Kell Orlando (16, Seneca Falls) represent New York State and the northeast region of the US at this important competition. 

The young men entered the medal round with a guarantee of bronze and at chance for gold. They won their first game handily over a favored Wisconsin team with a score of 9-5. That win positioned the Corbett rink to face the first place Minnesota team (and previous National champions) in the gold medal round earlier today. Minnesota prevailed with an 11 to 3 win and the gold medal. Minnesota will now head to Sweden to represent the United States in world competition. Team Corbett returns to Rochester after a long week of tough competition with a well-earned silver medal.

Coach Clark Raven says, “I’m very proud of the boys’ success and how they handled themselves.  We’re already looking forward to next year.”

An eastern US team performing at this level is big news in a curling world dominated by the mid-west. Recent US Olympic curling teams have come from Midwest. The US curling audience, along with 200 of Rochester’s curlers, is buzzing about the New York junior men's phenomenal play in Wisconsin. 

“These young men have worked toward this goal for seven years. It seems we hear so many negatives about young people today. It’s refreshing to have watched these boys set a goal and focus year after year to meet it,” said RCC president Bill Stringer. “Coach Raven has worked with the team all along, investing his time and sharing his knowledge of the game. The other boys and girls in our program will be even more excited about their sport because of what the Corbett rink has accomplished at the national level.”

The National Championship in Portage, Wisconsin ran February 2 to February 9. A round-robin competition of 10 teams determined the top four teams for a play-down to determine the US representative for upcoming world competition in Sweden.

The Corbett rink earned their spot to this national event by way of a northeast regional play-down held in Utica, NY the last week of December 2007. The top two teams qualified for Nationals. Team Corbett won the second spot behind a team from Massachusetts. 

Brandon Corbett is a graduate of Allendale Columbia and now attends McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario. Derek Corbett attends Allendale-Columbia, Kell Orlando attends Clifton Springs High School, and Chris Bond attends high school in Rush Henrietta. 

Members of the Rochester Curling Club will be at the Rochester airport to welcome the team home (United Airlines flight 7322 at 7:18 pm).  

 To learn more, please visit these websites:

Link to National competition: http://www.portagejuniornationals.com/
Link to USA Junior Curling http://www.usacurl.org/usacurl/


Team Corbett.  L to R.  Derek Corbett 16, Kell Orlando 16, Brandon Corbett 19 and Chris Bond 17.
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